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The  firfl:  of  Bleffings. 


-With  native  Freedom  brave. 


The  meaneft  Briton  Fcorns  the  higheft  Slave, 


JlddiJcH* 


HERE  never  was  that  related  to  the  Public, 

which  while  was  depending,  has  been  more  univerfally 
'  the  of  Cenfure,  than  the  'Bll  for  an  Excife  upon 

^vpfv  Mam  Thro*  the  Province-  As  it  is  now  publ  fned  for  ever^ 
one’s  Confideration,  it  may,  ft  ought  to  be  treated  v^iifi  the  utmoft 
Freedom,  and  to  have  no  more  Iviercv  (hown  it,  than  (hows  to 
the  Liberties  of  (he  People.  It  was  judg’d  to  be,  and  fo  it  will  ap- 
ppear,^  the  moflr  pernicious  Attack  upon  EngBJh  Liberty  that  ever  was 
attemipted  •,  and  tho*  it  was  glofs’d  over  with  the  (pecious  Pretence 
of  making  the  Rich  pay  for  their  Liquors,  as  well  as  the  Poor, 
which  no  Body  I  know  of  is  averfe  to,  yet  it  is  certain  this  ought  to 
be^done  by  other  Methods  than  enflaving  the  whole  Country.  The 
particular  Advantages  of  diftinft  Communities  were  forgot  upon  this 
Occafion,  and  Liberty,  Heaven* born  Lib^jrty,  the  Source^ of  Vcrtue, 
the  Nurfe  of  Induftry,  Wealth  and  Contentment,  the  Concern  not  of 
♦a  few,  but  of  every  Individual,  was  the  foie  Motive  to  the  Oppofition. 
The  Minds  of  People  were  mov’d  with  a  generous  Difdain  to  fee 
the  moft  valuable  Intcreft  they  had  in  the  World  trifled  away,  the 
noble  Ardour  fpread*  thro*  all  Ranks  and  Degrees  of  Men,  and  af- 
feftcd  every  one,  except  a  Number  of  thole  .who  ought  to  have 
been  the  firft  that  felt  it  :  A  Number  of  thofe,  1  fay,  for  feme  few, 
like  Jbdiel,  'wtrt  faithful  found,  whofe  Names -flawd  upon 

Record,  and  of  whofe  Merits  and  StvIccs  their  grateful  Country 
Will  nevjer  be  unmindful.  .As  for  the  Premoters  of  ir,  w-ho  hav 


e 


A 


•! 


f 


( 


\ 


<  i 


f 


i 

t 


f?i€  T^nour  likevvife  or  b?ing  known,  tho’  alJ.oF  them  can’t  be  ftp-, 
pos’d  to  have  panicular  Views  of- Advantage  to  themfelves,  nor  were* 
all  of  them  E:^cife  Officers  before,  yet  their  feveral  Towns,, *tis  hop’d,, 
will  make  them  uncleritand,  that  fuch  an  Infenfibility  with  regard  ta. 
the  Rights  of  M  nkind,  fuch  a  Nurnbnefs  of  teJing  in  this  refptdl,, 
is  attended  with  as  bad  Coiiftqjaences,  as  any  wicked  D>  ftgns,  what-- 
ever. 

When  the  famous  Tobacco  Bill,  known  commonly  by  the  Name- 
of  th?  Excife  Bill  was  brought  into  Parliament  in  the  Year  x.733,, 
the  moft  vigorous  Oppofuion  was-  made  to  it  from  all  Quarters  oP 
the  N-ation.  The  grand  I  quiry  was,  not  how.v  it  afftdted  the 
Town,  or  how  it  affefted  the  Country,,  but  how  it  afFrdled  the 
whole  Ifland  of  Britairk  And  tho’  k  was  pufb’d  on.  at  firft  with  all, 
the  Force  of  minifterial  fnflueriCe,  the  MiniOer,  himfelf,  after-  a  firft 
feaoing,  ch'ole  to  give  it  ufv  rather  than  increafe  the  Ferment  of. 
the  People.  The  Rfjoycing  upon  iVs  Tail  was  univerfal.  The 
City  of  London,  as  it  was  firft  in  the  Oppofuion  It,  fo  firft  be¬ 

gan  the  Triumph  at  its.  Overthrow.  The  firft  br%hf,  and  for- 
two  Days  after,  Demonfirations  of  Joy  were  to  be  iWn 
where ;  the  City  throughout  was  illuminated  with-  Candles  and 
Bonfires,  and  the  Rings  of  Bells  were  kept  continually  playing,  the- 
Populace  crying  out  No  Excife,  no  wooden  Shoes.  'The  fame  publick. 
Rejoycings  were  made  almoft  in  every  City  and  Borough  in 
England.  In  fhort,  the  Rejoycings  were  like  thofe  upon  a  Vido- 
ry :  And  not  without  Reafon,  for  Conquefts  abroad  are  much  lefs. 
valuable  than  the  PofTcffion  of  Liberty  at  home.  And  as  in  anci¬ 
ent  Triumphs  the  Emblems  of  conquer’d  Cities,  and  Figures  of 
Men  adorn’d  with  captive  Arms  attended  the  Vidor’s  Chariot;  fo 
upon  the  above-mentioned  Oecafion,  odd  Figures  drefs’d  up  with 
Ribbons,  with  Pipes  in  their  Mouths  and  Bottles  in  their  Hands,, 
v/ere  carried  about  in  great  Pomp,  and  at  laft  thrown  into  the- 
Fl.imes.  In  particular  at  Rygatt,  she.  Image  oi  i  fat  clumfy  Fellow^- 
was  carried  about  the  Town,  with  diftinguifhing  Marks  upon  its- 
Habit,  and  after  various  Indignities  offer’d,  it  was  thrown  into  a 
large  Bonfire.  Such  were  the  Circumftances  that  attended' the  fa¬ 
mous  Excife  Bill  in  England-.  Such,  the  Rejoycings-  upon  its  De- 
ftrudion.  And  yet  this  Bill  was  but  a  Bawble  in  Comparifon  of' 
shat  now  in  Queftion  among  us.  It  immediately  affeded  only,  the* 
BeakiS  in  Tibaccoj.  and  none  elfe- were  ftbjed  to  any  Enquiry.  ^ 
•Every,  Man  befidei  might  foioke  bis  Pipe  and- drink.  his.GlafSv-underf 


(  3  ) 

h:s  own  RooF,  and  no  Officer  could  come  in  to  call  him  to  Account 
for  it.  Here  was  no  O^th  to  be  taken  by  private  Perfons :  No 
Family  Tranfaftions  to  be  fworn'to,  nor  Fine  for  thofe  who  refus’d 
to  wear  fuch  a  Badge  of  Slavery.  But  what  can  we  think  would’ 
have  been  the  Confequence,  had  every  honeft  Hnufekeeper  in  the 
Kingdom  found  an  Officer  fet  over  him,  who  could  oblige  him  to< 
declare  upon  Oath,  or  get  him  fmartly  fin^d  if  he  would  not  declare 
how  many  Pipes  had  been  fmok’d,  and  how  many  ^ids'h^id  been 
chew’d  in  his  Family.  In  all  Probability  the  Scene  of  fVat  Tyler- 
would  have  been  reviv’d,  and  the  People  have  raised  as  -great  a. 
Tumult,  at  a  Scoundrel  Excifeman’s^  meddling  with  their  Tcbacco- 
Houchy.  as  they^  formerly  did  at  one  of  that  Kino’s  thrufting  his^ 
Hands  under  a  poor  Giri’s  Petticoats.  ^ 

And  now  I  have  mentioned  Petticoats^  I  can’t  help  obferving, 
that  the  good  Women  of  New  England  would  do  well  to  take  Care 
of  theirs  by  the  Bill  I:  find  Mr.  Excifeman  to  have  the  Ex^ 
amination  of  them  too,,  according  to  the  Words  him  and"  her^  and' 
if  they  refufe  to  fwear,  he  may  poffinly  infift  upon  perfonal  Seeurityj 
for  the  T'en  Pomdsy  Lawful  Money.  For  I  can  tell  them,  Honour 
is  not  likely  to-be  the  diftinguifhing  Ch^rafteriftick  of  a  Fellow^ 
that  will  take  upon  him  fuch  an  invidious  Office.  F  hope  the  Tea- 
Tables  and  other  Female  JJJociations  will  take  this  Affair  into  their* 
ferious  Copfideration,.  and  ufi  their  Influence,  as  the  Roman  Matrons- 
did  formerly,  to  fave  the  State.  Some  modern  Marcii  may  be* 
found,  who  tho’  deaf  to  the  Voice  of  Reafon,  will  relent  at  Female- 
Intreaties,  and  not  infift  upon,  the  Ruin  of  their  Country.  It  is  no^ 
Jvke,  Fean  affure  them  5.,  the  Bill  (hall  fpeak  for  itfelf.  “  Be  it  fur- 
ther  enaUedy  That  every  Perfon  of  whom  the  Colleftor— — or  his> 
Deputy  Ihall  in  Manner  aforefaid,  demand  an  Account  of  the^ 
Wines,  Rum,  or  other  diftilled  Spirits  by  himov  con  fum’d — 

“  and  who  ffiall  either  declare  that  he  or  Jhe  hath  not  confum’d  any* 

Wine—- — except  what  ^^  or  Jhe  hath  purchas’d - ffial),  -if  requit’d' 

5  *— p— ^  declare  the  fame  on  Oath,  fsfe. 

Tremble  then,  ye  Fair,  fpch  of  you  I:  mean,  who  retire  often  to> 
your  Glofcts,.  not  altogether  tor  Devotion.  The  Oathi  will  purfue 
you  into  your  moft  fecrer  Apartments,  and  bring  to  Light  what  was- 
doBCt  there,  CUronm  muft^  bid  adieu,  to  her-  Bottle^  or  her  Fame  r. 
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And  MarrdkUa\‘Cov\\(:ffor  will  find  cut  that 'the  pretty  little  Stammer 
in  htr  Speech,  is  not  always  owing  to  Affcdation, 

The  Am^moniics^  we  are  told,  in  ancient  Days,  ^took  it  into  their 
Heads  to  bring  certain  Meff  ngtrs  fent  to  them  from  JuAcea^  under 
the  haws  cf  Exctfc :  And  this  they  preambled  too,  no  doubt,  to  be 
for  the  greater  Bejiefit  and  Advantage  of  the  Public  \  for  in  fliort,  they 
took  the  Gentlemen  to  come  upon  an  illicit  hrade,  by  which  the 
Govtinvntm  would  be  lofrs.  Accordingly^  mftead  of  .fining  them  Ten 
Pounds^  lawful  Money,  they  took  them  and  fhav’d  off  one  halt  of  their 
Beams,  and  cut  off  iheir  Garments  in  the  middle.  Both  Kin^  and 
J^eople  highly  refented  this  Ammcnitijh  Trick,  the'  People  were  a» 
fhandd  to  be  treated  fo,  and  the  K^ng  ihought  it  m  Indignity  which 
ought  not  to  be  offei’d  his  Subjedls.  Some  Folks  may  think  there 
v/as  not  much  in  the  Thing.i  Tailors  and  Barbers  txifled,  we  may 
fuppole,  in  thofe  Days  as  vvtll  as  the  prefent,  who  could  foon  have 
mended  the  Matter,  the  Tailors  by  furnifiiing  them  with  new  'Skirts., 
or  new  Coats,  and  the  Barbers  by  fuj.  plying  them  with  fupplemenral 
Beards,  as  eafily  as  your  modern  ones  do  the  Ladies  with  their  fine 
curl’d  Locks.  B-jc  the  Cafe  w^as  this,  every  one  of  the  Sons  of 
^acob  bad  a  Right  to  wear  a  long  Beard,  and  a  Garment  below  his 
Knees,-  and  no  Body  had  a  Right  to  make  him  look  like  a  Fool, 
by  taking  av/ay  half  of  either  of  them.  The  Ammonites^  we  may 
well  imagine,  laugh’d  v;hcn  they  favv  the  odd  Figure  the  poor  Men 
made;  for  your  mifehievous  Folks  are  apt  to  laugh  and  fneer  when 
they  think  they  have  got  their  Wills;  and  their  Brethren  the  Ifraelites 
would  have  laugh’d  too,  for  it  does  not  fignity,  a  droll  Figure  will 
excite  Laughter  even  in  -thofe  whoFinctrely  pity  the  unfortunate  Ob- 
jedf,  had  not  David  the  Ruler,  the  Man  after  God’s  own  Heart,  by 
adviCng  them  not  to  be  in  a  hurry  to  fliow  tbemftlves,  given  them 
an  Opportunity  of  bringing  all  to  right,  and  fu  wiping  off  the  Re¬ 
proach  from  Ifrael,  And  fhall  not  we  make  as  ridiculous  a  Figure 
in  the  Eyes  of  cur  Neighbours,  with  our  Liberty  curtail’d  in  the 
Manner  w'hich  is  threatned,  as  David\  Meffengers  did  with  their  ex^ 
:cis*d  Beards  and  circumciii^d  Skirtsl  For  it  feems  to  me  a  grave 
Councellor*  of  the  Maf'achufetts^  holding  up  his  venerable  Hand,  be¬ 
fore  an  imperious  Deputy  Exeijeman^  and  folemnly  declaring  upon 
Oathj  wJiether  be  Jaid  in  his  Wine  by  the  Pipe,  or  bought  it  by  fin- 
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gle  jugg  From  Hamoci,  is  as  wbimfical  a  Sight,  as  an  old  IfraelUs 
with  naked  Buttocks  and  half  a  Beard. 

■  > 

But  to  return  to  ourfelves.  We  reverence  England  as  our  Molher 
Country.  The  People  of  Britain  value  ibemlelves  on  the  Pcir  fiion 
of  their  Liberties  the  moft  of  any  under  Heaven :  Of  thefe  Liberties 
vtthat  regards  the  internal  State  of  their  Families  is  one  of  the  moft  fa- 
cred.  Nothing  is  more  becoming  in  Children,  than  to  imitate  the 
Virtues  of-  their  Parents,  and  noihing  will  prove  our  Defcent  better 
than  an  inviolable  Attachment  to  thofe  Privileges,  which  an  Englijh- 
man  would  fooner  die  than  part  with. 

But  our  Anceftors  were  not  only  free  born  Englishmen  %  they  were 
Men  of  Religion  too ;  Men  that  trembled  at  an  Oath,  and  thought 
the  Name  of  the  Great  God  of  Heaven- wdA  not  to  be  mentioned  but  in 
the  moft  ferious  Manner,  and  upon  the  moft  filemn  Occafions.  It  is 
really  furpriflng,  that  fome  fuch  Confideration  alone  did  not  ftop  the 
Progrefs  of  the  Bill :  That  the  Advocates  for  it  did  not  fee  the 
unbounded  L'cence  given  a  Deputy  Excifeman,  tended  immediately 
to  leffen  the  Reverence  of  an  Oath.  And  when  an  Oath  is  treated 
with  Difregard,  and  us’d  in  a  flighty  carelefs  Manner,  what  Bond  of 
Society  is  left?  What  Tie  fufficient  to  connedt  Men  together? 
All  Sorts  of  People  by  the  Bill  are'  oblig’d  to  take  the  Oath,  and 
to  have  it  adminiftred  by  a  Perfon  that  may  be  quite  unfit  for  fuch 
a  Solemnity,  a  Deputy,  who  we  may  depend  upon  it,  will  be  of  the 
loweft  Rank,  and  whofe  Charafter  alone  will  be  encugh  to  render 
all  he  does  contemptible.  But  as  my  Defign  was  to  confider  this 
Bill  only  with  regard  to  civil  Liberty,  I  (hall  enlarge  no  further 
upon  this  Topick,  but  hope  that  thofe  whofe  Bufinefs  it  is  to  teach 
the  People,  that  the  Fear  of  God  is  the  beginning  of  Wifdom,.  will 
take  this  Opportunity,  for  it  will  be  a  Word  in  Seafon,  to  tftablifli 
well  this  Foundation  of  all  Religion.  It  is  a  Matter  of  infinite 
Moment :  The  Morals  of  -the  People  depend  intirely  upon  it  j 
Truth,  Joftice,  Goodwill,  mutual  Truft  and  Confidence,  and  every 
focial  Bleffing. 

Happy  it  is  for  us,  that  we  have  a  Gentleman  at  the  Head  of  Go¬ 
vernment,  who  knows  much  better,  and  feels  more  fenfibly  what 
touches  the  People’s  Liberty,  than  moft  of  thofe  who  arc  chofe  on. 

B  Purpofe 
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Burpofe  to  b;  its-  Giurdians.'  Who  to  a  conftant  and  fteady  ZTali 
}er  our  Welfare,  has  lately  added  a  mofl  engaging  Liftan-e  of  bis  In¬ 
tegrity,  and  whole  rendernefs  for  our  mod  important  Interefts,  mufl- 
needs  raife  in  every  vertuous  IVLnd,  a. Monument  of  Gratitude  of  more- 
Value  than  a  hundred  Statues. 

In  Ccnffquence  ofthe-  BiHb  being  publifbed,  every.; Man  now,  thank-: 
the  Governor  for  it,  will  luve  an  Opportunity  to  fee  with  his  own 
Eyrs,  how  near  he  has  been  to  Slavery,  and  to  judge  for  himfelk  whe¬ 
ther  he  will  confent  to  wear.; a  Yoke  for .the  future:  •  Whether  he  willi 
confent  that,  the  M^n  for  whom  he.  gave  his  Vote  in  order  to  main-, 
tain  his  Liberty,  fhall  give  /urV  to  an  Adt  ' which  puts  every  Freeman  ; 
in  the  Province,  upon  the  fame  Footing  with  a-  Tavern; keeper :  Whe¬ 
ther  he  will  confent  to  have  a  Matter  fet  over  him,  to  whom  he  mute 
tell,  and  fwear-to  it  too,  if  his  Matter  bids.  him,.. how  much  fpirituous  . 
Liquor  has  been  drank-  im  his.Family. 

Many  Artifices, ■■  no  doobtj  will.be  made  ufe  oFto  fdfteanhis  Affair,:* 
and  the  People  among  other  Things  will  be  told,  that  tl>e  great  Cla¬ 
mour  rais’d  againft  the  Bill  is  only  a  Scarecrow-,  that  the  mighty  Hy-- 
dra  that  threatens  to  devour  their  Liberties,  is  nothing  but  an  Officer- 
vvho  is-to  wait  upon  every  Min  once  a.  Year, ..and  in  civil  genteeM 
Manner,-  ajk  him  to  be  fo g0od  as  to  tell'  him,-  what  Wine  or  fpirituous^- 
Liquor  he  has  had  Oocafiom  for.  As-for-the  Oiih,  the  Officer  is  not 
vUig'd  to  tender,  it  to  any  one,  but  is  only  empowered  to  give  it.to  - 
jdi  whom  he  fufpeAs.  Bat  two  or.  three  plain  honeft  Qi^ftionSf  wills 

fet  this  Matter  in  a  true  Light. 

•  •  ) 

*  '  *  , 

This  and  genleel  Officerj  mi^y-  he  not -if  he  pleafes,  be  very  un^- 
civil  And  very  rude  ?  And  are  Men  in- thefe  Offices  ufually  remark¬ 
able  for  Civility  And  good  Manners  td'thofe  under  their  Power  ?  ’  Has»- 
not  Power  a  natural  Tendency  to  tnake  a  Min  infolent,  efpecially- 
■when  committed  to  Creatures  of  fuch  a  Stamp,  as  the  lower  Officers :« 
ufually  are  ?  May  he  not -if  he  pleafeSj  fufpeft  every  Man  in  the  - 
Province  ?  If  he  is  not  oblig’d  to  put  every  one  to  his. Oath,  has  he 
not  Power  to  do  it  ?  If  I  refufe  to  take-the  Oath,  mutt- not  I  pay 
*Ters.  Pounds,  lawful  Money?  Is  any  private  Man  in  any  other  Part 
of  the  - Dominions  expos'd  to  fuch  an  Infult?-  Nay,  is  any  ^ 

Subjtft  in  the  Dominions  ,  of  the  g^and  Monarq.ue  ?.  .Will  not  this^y 

fame- 
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fime  Offi:er  hive  an  Opportunity  to  gratify  his  Malice  againffi'any' 
particuhr  Perfons?  Will  he  not  find  a  Way  to  work-out  fome 
private  Incereft  of  his  own,  which  at  prefent  cannot  be  thought  of,,, 
to  the  Irujury  of  others?  Can  a  Countryman,  who  employs  his- 
Neighbour  that  comes  to  Market  in  Town,  to  purchafe  his  Wine, 
or  Spirits  for  him,  as  is  frequently  the  Cafe,  fwear  with  a  fafe  Con- 
fcience,  that  they  were  purchafed  of' ihofe  who  had  paid  the  Excife 
And  is'  he  not  exposed  to  be  h^rrafs^d  if  he  refufts'^*  May  not 
fome  new  Emergency  require  with  equal  Reafon,  that  1  Ihould 
give  an  Account  of  every  T4iing  elfe  Fhave  in  my  Houfe,  and'^ 
even  how  many  Shirts  T  have  to  my  Back  ?:  And  may  there  note 
happen  fome  future  Change  in  our  Conftitution,  when  what  is  done 
now  will  be  made  an  Argument  for  foiBO  new  flavifh.  Device" 
hereafter  ?* 

Pious  Divines  tell  us,  that  feldom  a  Man  commences  a  com  pi  eat” 
Sinner  at  once;  he  ufually  begins  with  one  Sin,  and  that  fmooths" 
the  Way  to  another.  It  fares  fo  with  Eiberty.  Moft  of  the  Na- 
tions  now^  in  Slavery,  fell  into  it  by  D%rees-  One  Point  given 
up,  made  .Way  for  >  a  new  Demand,  and  one  Encroachment  fOc- 
cceded  another,  till  at  laft  nothing  remain’d  to  give  or  take, 
was  loft,  and.  Liberty,*, ’tis  to  be  fear’d,. once  loft,  is  loft  foreven 
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